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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical 
Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The 
Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information 
in circulation at the earliest possible time following its 
receipt, figures are in general show herein as reported, 
Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported 
figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (3). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes 
(disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for 
injuries and for a few specific diseases, These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with 
corresponding ratesin annual and monthly reports. Such annu- 
al rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 
thousand mean strength which would occur over a year's time 
if the current week's experience continued for a year, 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more 
common communicable and certain other diseases of special in- 
terest. Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer 
communicable and certain other diseases, 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end 
of the weekper thousand strength as given in this report fur- 
nishesan approximation to the current non-effective rate. The 
mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given 
in the summary table for the total United States and for each 
of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 
Included in the report is a table listing the stations 


(having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbid- 
ity rates from all causes, from all diseases combined, from 
injuries and from a few specific diseases, Not infrequently, 
the excessively high rates of admission forall causes and 
for all diseases combined reported from reception centers re- 
flect a large number of venereal disease cases among newly 
inducted men, Therefore, more significant of high morbidity 
from disease are the rates of admission for disease excluding 
venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates 
are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms 
of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds 
"Navailable vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is 
defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the correspond 
ing beds occupied. The number of beds “available vacant" for 
each Service Command is the total of the beds “available va- 
cant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds in dispensaries, con- 
valescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college 
or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in 
addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of 
during the week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or other- 
wise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (in- 
cluding convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the 
hospital has convalescent facilities, the letters (CF) appear 
after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent 
for the most part discharges on account of disability. In the 
case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently ad- 
mitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there 
is show for each hospital the net number transferred during 
the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less dispostions by 
transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the 
number of battle casualties evacuated to the United States from 
overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind 
that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not 
reliable, For this reason the symbol (7?) is placed after ad- 
mission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

Where part or all of the current week's data for a parte 
icular station has not been received, the latest available fig- 
ures are substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed 
after the name of the station. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 18 FEBRUARY 19h 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from ali diseases com- 
bined both increased for the first time since the second week of January. This increase in morbidity (of 
about 5 percent) was only partly due to higher admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. For the week 
ending 18 February 19) the admission rate from all causes was reported at 781 per thousand per year and 
the corresponding all diseases rate at 711 per thousand. These rates were about 23 percent below the 
corresponding rates for the week ending 19 February 1943. The admission rate from injury increased 
slightly during the week ending 18 February 194), to 70 per thousand which rate nevertheless remains close 

o tne low level prevailing in recent weeks. 


Respiratory Causes 
The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the week ending 13 February 19h]; was 278 per thou- 
sand per year (or about 6 percent higher than for the preceding week) which is almost 30 percent under 
hat recorded for the corresponding week of February 1913. The admission rate from al? forms of pneumoniz 
decreased to 18 per thousand or about the level prevailing in November 193 and more than 20 percent beloy 
the rate for the corresponding week of February 1943. About two-thirds of the decrease in the morbidity 
rom pneumonia was accounted for by a reduction in the number of cases of atypical pneumonia. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

The number of new cases of measles showed a drop for the first time since the week ending 2) December 
N93. The number of new cases of mumps and scarlet fever remained at substantially the same figures as 
or the preceding week. The number of new cases of meningitis showed a small inc~ease. There was a sharp 
fecrease in the number of new cases of rheumatic fever from the very high figure reported for the week 
ending 11 February 194, to about the level prevailing in previous weeks. 


VARIATION IN MORPIDITY BY SERVICE COMMANDS: 


All causes: Disease and Injury: 

The Third and Ninth Service Commands were the only ones to report lower morbidity from all causes 
for the week ending 18 February 194);. Lower morbidity from disease was reported only by the Third and 
Fifth Service Commands. The largest increase in morbidity from all causes occurred in the First, Second, 
and Sixth Service Commands. Sharp increases in morbidity from injury were registered in the Fifth and 
First Service Commands. The highest admission rate from all causes (of about 990 per thousand) was re- 
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ported from the Second, Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands. The Ninth Service Command was the only one 
to report morbidity from all causes below 700 per thousand. 


Respiratory Causes: 

~The Military District of Washington was the only Command to report lower morbidity from colds, in- 
fluenza, etc. even though it experienced a marked rise in pneumonia admissions. The largest increases in 
morbidity from colds, influeraa, etc. occurred in the First, Second and Sixth Service Commands. In the 
First and Sixth Service Conmaads these increases were responaible for about half of the sizeable increases 
in the admission rate from disease reported from these Commands, but in the Second Service Comiand higher 
morbidity from respiratory causes accounted for all of the increase in morbidity from diseise. The 
Seventh Service Command continued to report the highest admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. (about 
460 per thousand) an: high oneumonia (37 per thousand). The lowest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
and from pneumonia was reported from the Eighth Service Command. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

The decline in the number of new measles cases in the Fourth Service Command accounted for practic- 
ally the entire decline in the total number of new measles cases in the country. The Fourth Service Com- 
mand nevertheless continued to show by far the largest number of new cases of measles, with most of the 
others occurring in the Eighth and Seventh Service Commands. The largest number of new cases of mumps 
continued to be reported from the Fourth, Ninth, and Eighth Service Commands, which together accounted for 
over 60 percent of the total cases of mumps. The Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands reported 
over 60 percent of the total number of cases of scarlet fever. The increase in the number of new cases of 
meningitis was fairiy uniformly spread. The decrease in the number of new cases of rheumatic fever took 
place chiefly in the Seventh and Ninth Service Commands. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

The total bed capacity as of 18 February 19); was feportes at 378,000 or 5,000 more than at the end 
of the previous week; this vas not an actual increase, but was the result of improved reporting of expan- 
sion beds hy the Fourth Service Command in compliance with WD Circular No. },3. The number of beds occu- 
pied as of 18 February was about 17),,000 or 3,000 more than at end of previous week. Despite an increase 
in beds occupied, the number of "available vacant" beds increased to 130,000 due to the aforementioned 
correction in reporting procedure. On 18 February there were 21 stations with bed capacity of about 
14,000 having no "available vacant" beds; included was only one General Hospital with bed capacity of 
1,370. Mm 18 February 19) there were 2,177 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 20 of 
which had presumably been acquired pits ide United States. The number of ilicopsech attic cases remaining 
at end of week was reported at 16,35), while the number of tuberculosis cases remaining totaled 1,087. 
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MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (9) DIPHTHERIA (4) POLIOMYELITIS (2) COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (17) | 


TYPHUS FEVER (1) JAUNDICE (54) 


l-Bustis, Ft., Va. 
2-Langley Fld., Va. 
1-Orlando, AAFTC, Fla. 
l-Lockbourne, AAB, Ohio 
2-Maxey, Cp., Tex. 

l-Long Beach, AAF, Calif. 
1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


l-Walterboro, AAF, S. C. 
2-Wm. Northern Fld., Tern. 
l-Letterman G. H., Calif. 


1-Orlando, AAFTC, Fla. 


1-Davis-Monthan Fld., Arize} 
1-Bryan, AAF, Tex. F 


l-Gardner Fld., Caiif. 
l-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 
l1-Marana, AAF, Calif. 
1-March Fld., Calif. 
l1-Pinedale, Cp., Calif. 
5-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


l-Bainbridge, AAF, Ga. 1-Westover Fld., Mass. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., N. J. 
l-Monmouth, Ft., N. de 
2-Shanks, Cp., N. Y. 
l-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
l-Lee, Cp., Va. 

l-Monroe, Ft., Vae 
1-Olmsted Fld., Pa. 
2-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
1-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 
2-Coral Gables S.H. #1 Fla. 
1-Croft, Cp., S. C. 
1-Davis, Cp., N. C. 
2-Gordon, Cpe, Ga. 
l1-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
1-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 
1-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
l1-Lockbourne, AAB, Ohio 
l-Alliance, AAF, Nebr. 
1-Borden G. He, Okla. 
2-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
1-Ellington Fld., Tex. 
1-Gruber, Cp., Okla. 
1-Goodfellow Fld., Tex. 
1-San Angelo, AAF, Tex. 
1-Stuttgart, AAF, Ark. 
2-Lake Charles, AAF, Lae 
1-Sill, Ft., Okla. 
2-Adair, Cp., Ore. 
1-Cook, Cp., Calif. 
1-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
3-Huachuca, Ft., Calif. 
2-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
1-White, Cp., Ore. 


TYPHOID FEVER (1) 


1-Campbeil, Cp., Kye 


Delayed Reports, 
Week Ending 2/5 ‘ 
1-Calif.-Ariz. ee Are 
a 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 
(155) 


30-Benning, Fte, Ga. 
13-Breckinridge, Cp., Kye 
36-Chanute Fid., Ill. 
19-Truax Fld., Wis. 
12-Coe College, Iowa 
(306th CTD) 
10-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 
35-Kearns, Cp., Utah 


MALTA FEVER (3) UNDULANT FEVER (2) PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) 


Delayed Reports: 
Week Ending 2/11 
3-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports: 


Week Ending 2/11 
l-Geo. Wright, Ft., Wash. 
2-Haan, Cp., Calif. 


l-Luna, Cp., N. Mex. 
1-Sill, Ft., Okla. 


l-Lowry Fld., Colo. 


MEASLES ENC@PHALITIS (1) 


ENCSPHALITIS (1) GERMAN MEASLES (162) BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


(298) 


l-McPherson, Ft., Ga. 1-F. E. Warren, Ft., Wyo. 11-Butner, Cp., N. C. 
15-Greensboro, AAFTTC, N. C. 
55-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
11-Truax Fld., Wis. 
15-Buckley Fld., Colo. 
10-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
10-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
15-Sioux Falls, AAF, S. D. 
10-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
10-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., 


Ark. 


212-Municipal Airport, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
86-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


MENINGITIS SNCEPHALITIS (1) FILARIASIS (4) 


Delayed Reports 
Week Ending 2/11 
l-Lovell G.H., Mass. 
l-Jay, Ft., N. Ye 
2-Tennesse Maneuver Area, 
Tem. . 
1-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 
2-Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


1-Phillips, Cp., Kans. 1-Kennedy G. H., Tenn. 
2-Leonard Wood, Ft., Mo. 


1-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
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